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Basics

C  E  L  P  I  P
Canadian English Language Proficiency Index Program



CELPIP 
Basics
Quick Facts

CELPIP-General

• Accepted by Immigration, 
Refugees and Citizenship Canada 
(IRCC) as proof of English 
language proficiency for 
permanent residency

• Accepted by numerous 
professional organizations, 
including:
• College of Immigration 

and Citizenship 
Consultants (CICC) 

• Real Estate Council of British 
Columbia (RECBC)

CELPIP-General LS

• Accepted by Immigration, 
Refugees and Citizenship Canada 
(IRCC) as proof of English 
language proficiency for 
Canadian citizenship



Why 

Choose 
CELPIP
International Availability

140+
Test 
centres

New international locations opening soon!





Why 
Choose
CELPIP
Test features

Quick Online Results
Available online in just 4 to 5

calendar days 

Free Study Materials
Practice tests, videos, online 

information sessions, and 
online preparation courses

Computer Delivered Test
Computer delivered test that

is completed in just one sitting

Accepted by IRCC
The CELPIP Test is officially 
recognized by Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship Canada 
for proof of English proficiency

The Canadian Test
The CELPIP Test is the only Canadian
English language proficiency test for 

immigration and professional 
designation

Downloadable Score Reports
PDF score reports are available 

for download in your CELPIP 
Account



Overall: Time management tools! 

One sitting: No additional speaking appointment

Listening: Volume control

Reading: Text and questions on the same screen

Writing: Word count, spell check, and editing

Speaking: No eye contact or body language worries

Why 

Choose 
CELPIP
A Computer-Delivered Test



Assesses general proficiency needed for day-to-day 
situations.

Uses Canadian accents in the listening passages.

Why 

Choose 
CELPIP
A Canadian Test



Who 
Accepts
CELPIP



Accepted 
for

SDS



Why 

Choose 
CELPIP
Score Descriptors

CELPIP Level CELPIP Descriptor CLB Level

12
Advanced proficiency in workplace and 

community contexts
12

11
Advanced proficiency in workplace and 

community contexts
11

10
Highly effective proficiency in workplace and 

community contexts
10

9
Effective proficiency in workplace and community 

contexts
9

8
Good proficiency in workplace and community 

contexts
8

7
Adequate proficiency in workplace and community 

contexts
7

6
Developing proficiency in workplace and 

community contexts
6

5
Acquiring proficiency in workplace and community 

contexts
5

4 Adequate proficiency for daily life activities 4

3 Some proficiency in limited contexts 3

M
Minimal proficiency or insufficient 

information to assess
0, 1, 2



Why 

Choose 
CELPIP
Score Report



Test Information

Features and 
Format
Strategies and 
Skills



CELPIP

Test
Format
& Price



CELPIP

Test
Format

47–55 mins

Listening



CELPIP

Test

Format
Listening Test Features



Pauses

Intonation

Stressed words

Main topic

Key details

Facts

LISTEN FOR THESE CLUES:

Opinions

LISTEN FOR THIS INFORMATION:

CELPIP

Test
Format
Listening Test Features



Note-Taking

Use abbreviations and symbols.

Organize your notes.

Use point form.

Identify main ideas and important supporting 
details (names, dates, sequence of events, etc.).

Listen for verbal cues.

Write down key words and phrases only.

CELPIP

Test

Format
Listening Test – Note-
Taking



Listening Strategies

Focus on what you understand rather than what you don't understand.

Take useful notes.

Listen for main points.

Recognize key details.

Listen for intonation and pauses.

Look for paraphrased ideas in answer choices.

Eliminate incorrect answers.

Answer every question, even if you’re not sure.

CELPIP

Test

Format
Listening Test - Strategies



CELPIP

Test

Format

55–60 mins

Reading



Preview the test screen.

Skim the passage.

Read the questions.

Scan the passage for answers.

Answer all the questions.

CELPIP

Test

Format
Reading Test - Time 
Management



Skim the main text 30–40 seconds max.

Aim for general understanding.

Read questions, then scan text to find answers.

Watch for main ideas and key details to be 
paraphrased in answer choices.

Eliminate incorrect answers.

Keep moving through the questions, and make 
sure you answer each one before the time is up.

Answer every question, even if you’re not sure.

CELPIP

Test

Format
Reading Strategies

Reading Strategies 



CELPIP

Test

Format

53–60 mins

Writing



How formal or informal should your email be?

CELPIP
Test

Format
Writing Test Format



Should the response be in an email format?

CELPIP

Test

Format
Writing Test Format



Writing Strategies

Read instructions carefully: You are usually asked to do 3 things.

Take a few minutes to brainstorm and create an outline.

Develop your ideas using supporting details and examples.

Divide your main ideas into paragraphs.

Give yourself a few minutes to check your work at the end.

CELPIP

Test

Format
Writing Test - Strategies



CELPIP

Test

Format

15–20 mins

Speaking

Component features:

• Some tasks are text only.
• Some tasks are text with an image.
• Each task has preparation time and speaking time.
• Responses are recorded and rated later.

Component format:



Be prepared to express your own ideas/opinions.

Follow the instructions carefully.

Provide clear and focused response.

Include details and examples.

CELPIP

Test

Format
Text-Only Tasks

Speaking Strategies 



Speaking Strategies 
Imagine the listener cannot see the image.When describing an image, start with overview of the scene.

Choose things in the image you are comfortable talking about.

Use strong, descriptive vocabulary.

CELPIP

Test

Format
Tasks with Text and Image



CELPIP

Prep

Free



CELPIP

Prep

Free
with each test 
registration

CELPIP Accelerate Starter

• Videos, quizzes, and practice 
questions.

• 5 hours for CELPIP-General 

• 2.5 hours for CELPIP-General LS



CELPIP

Prep
Webinars



CELPIP

Prep
CELPIP Live

youtube.com/celpipofficial

CELPIP Live! - Live Lessons on YouTube



Test

Prep
Study Tips

In addition to our webinars, we offer comprehensive study tips so that you can build a study 
routine that will help you to meet your goals, in as little as 5 minutes a day!

youtube.com/celpipofficial



CELPIP

Prep
CELPIP Podcast

• Presented by Prometric staff and guest experts
• Episodes cover test information, strategies, practice, and fun 

ways to learn
• Over 20 episodes available on most podcast platforms
• Find episodes, transcripts, and show notes on the CELPIP Blog 

(celpip.ca/blog)

Podcast



CELPIP

Prep

Free
CELPIP Score Comparison Chart

• Detailed level descriptors for each CELPIP Level for Speaking and 
Writing

• Level descriptors also available as PDF download

• Multiple sample responses for two tasks for each level 

• In-depth analysis for each sample response



CELPIP Practice Tests
• 11 sets, each with 2 

complete tests
• 1 test in each set 

contains sample 
Speaking and Writing 
responses at multiple 
levels

• Instant results for the 
Listening and Reading 
Tests 

• Writing and Speaking 
performance 
standards

CELPIP Accelerate
• Self-directed 

learning program
• 30+ instructional 

videos in each 
version

• Numerous 
interactive quizzes 
and PDF downloads

• Analysis of sample 
responses

• 1 complete practice 
test for each skill

CELPIP

Prep

Online
Practice Tests

General 
LS: 
$25 CAD

General: 
$35 CAD

$25 CAD each



• Two books, each covering two skills on the test
• In-depth discussion of strategies required for each part 

of the test, framed around a practice test
• Each book contains complete practice test for its 

respective skills
• Online component for Listening sections
• Available in ebooks

Study 
Guides

CELPIP

Prep
CELPIP Study Guides

$25 CAD $25 CAD



• CELPIP website – celpip.ca
• Bookstore website – celpip.ca/study-materials
• Email – info@celpip.ca
• Toll Free (within North America) – 1-800-958-

5186
• Follow us on Instagram – CELPIPTestOfficial
• Find us on Facebook – CELPIPTest
• Follow us on Twitter – CELPIPTest
• Follow us on YouTube – CELPIPOfficial

More
Information


